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Searching the literature

« A well-structured literature search is the basis of any research

project and a necessary part of research methodology.
(Maybe what you want to research is already answered? Reduce waste)

« A systematic literature search is both methodical and reasoned; it
is based on a systematic approach that permeates the entire
process

» As with other research procedures, literature searches should be

documented and reproducible.

Haraldstad, A. M., & Christophersen, E. (2015). Literature searches and
reference management. In P. Laake, H. B. Benestad, & B. R. Olsen (Eds.),
Research in medical and biological sciences from planning and preparation to
grant application and publication (pp. 125—-166)



How a search often is done - UNsystematic

Palliative care 4\’
Depression

Terminal care

Depressive disorder

Palliative cancer care
Mental disorders

Palliative medicine Mood disorders

The result is probably a random selection of studies
Missing pieces in the jigzaw?
What did you NOT find/retrieve



Example: Search strategy and documentation

More systematic/advanced
— Palliative medicine and depressive disorders

. «Palliative care» (MESH)
. «Palliative care» (MESH)
. «Palliative cancer care»
. OR/1-3

8.4and 7

Depression (MESH) | 9. limit 8 to year = 2010 — 2020
. Depressive disorders (MESH) 10. Limit 9 to Systematic reviews

N~No | T (rON-

. OR/5-6




Where to search — Top Tips

Start with document types where information from many
single studies is:
Found, evaluated, reviewed, summarized

Such as -

Systematic reviews, point of care tools, guidelines
(e.g Up to Date, Best practice, Helsebiblioteket, Pubmed clinical queries)

Books can give you a good start/ overview
(E-books in clinical key, Your Hospital/University-library catalogue)

Citation nesting — start off/lsupplement search
e.g Google scholar



How to search - Top Tips

« Use more than one source
 Remember synonymes
* Look out for Systematic reviews!

When available:

« Use Keywords e.g MESH

» Phrase search: write "quotes around words”

« Limits: Language, year, document type

« Defined search fields (author, article title..)

« Use search history to combine searches

« Truncate(*)- search for different word endings



How to combine search terms

Depression Palliative medicine
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Depression AND Palliative medicine



How to combine search terms

Depression Depressive disorders
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Depression OR Depressive disorders



Evaluate your sources

Quality, reliability, relevance for your text

« What(type) of journal? Year? Author? Ranking?
* Type of study — case report VS large RCT

« Checklists for critical appraisal

https://www.fhi.no/kk/oppsummert-forskning-for-helsetjenesten/sjekklister-for-vurdering-av-forskningsartikler/
https://casp-uk.net/casp-tools-checklists/

NB! How does the source help you answer you research
question/assignment



https://www.fhi.no/kk/oppsummert-forskning-for-helsetjenesten/sjekklister-for-vurdering-av-forskningsartikler/
https://casp-uk.net/casp-tools-checklists/

Controlled vocabulary or Free text search

Controlled vocabulary/Thesaurus
System/List of standard vocabulary/keywords used in reference databases.

Articles are assigned a number of keywords — that reflects the main
content

Keywords can be used to evaluate quality of your search terms and find
synonyms.

More likely to cover synoyms and retrieve relevant articles.
MeSH (Medical Subject Headings) is thesaurus used in Medline/PubMed,
SveMed+, Cochrane...

Free text word (will retrieve more articles — relevant and not relevant)
Words the author(s) use in the title, abstract or free author key words
For exhaustive searches use both methods

NB — Fulltext/the body of the article is not possible
To search in most reference databases (like Pubmed)








http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/labs/pubmed/



https://folk.ntnu.no/janove/medbib/pdf_filer/How to use PubMed april 2018.pdf

eook] Hyperactive children grown up: ADHD in children, adolescents, and adults
G Weiss, LT Hechtman - 1993 - psycnet.apa.org

Abstract The first edition of* Hyperactive Children Grown Up" explored what happens to
hyperactive children when they grow to adulthood.... Updating and expanding upon a

classic work ibis-second edition includes entirely new chapjesg that summarize recent ...
e Delated articles  All 2 versions @

Behavioral inhibition, sustained attention, and executive functions: constru
unifying theory of ADHD.

RA Barkley - Psychological bulletin, 1997 - psycnet.apa.org
Abstract Attention deficit

inhibition. A theoretical m
neuropsychological functi

e @ Cited by 7528

Citation







Why references?

* Integrity and recognition of other authors, respect and
iIntegrity

« Scientific ethics and practice

* The reader should be able to identify the sources used

VIKO - How to avoid plagiarism www.ntnu.edu/viko

Hviskeleken - Det du tror du vet, kan vaere en akademisk vandrehistorie
Spinat - inneholder det mye jern?
Forskerforum 47(7) 2015

Grasoner i akademisk siteringspraksis / Rekdal 2016
www.etikkom.no/FBIB/Temaer/Redelighet-og-kolleqgialitet/grasoner-i-akademisk-siteringspraksis/



http://www.forskerforum.no/wip4/hviskeleken/d.epl?id=2557360
https://www.etikkom.no/FBIB/Temaer/Redelighet-og-kollegialitet/grasoner-i-akademisk-siteringspraksis/

Good citation practice

« When should you cite your sources?
If you refer to, quote or paraphrase another text

* You should have read what you cite

« Use primary sources if possible, if not the citation should indicate
this

« When notto cite? .
If the point in question is considered «common knowledge»

« Save your references as you progress in your project.

* Most important — your readers should be given enough
information to be able to identify your sources



Example article reference, Vancouver style

In a reference list

Kwan |, Mapstone |. Visibility aids for pedestrians and cyclists: a systematic review of
andomised controlle trials.\ﬂccid Anal PrevJ\ZDDd,'EEi?-}:BDE—’IE.]

text

(5)

Author(s)

1

Year; Volume (Number): Page

Title of article

Journal title

How will a reference to a book or book-chapter look like?




What is Zotero?

« Easy web-based tool to collect, save and organize
references (Open access/ Free)

* Import references from websites and databases —
make your own collection of references
(reference library)

« Use your reference library when you write to get
correct citations and reference lists i Word, in your
style of choice; Vancouver, APA, Harvard...

https://www.ntnu.no/blogger/ub-mh/en/endnote-zotero/zotero/



https://www.ntnu.no/blogger/ub-mh/en/endnote-zotero/zotero/

What is Endnote

EndNote is also a reference management tool,
(like Zotero, but has more advanced functionality)

You will have to buy a licence or ask if your institution
provides a licence

www.ntnu.no/blogqger/ub-mh/en/endnote-zotero/



http://www.ntnu.no/blogger/ub-mh/en/endnote-zotero/










